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April News 2020
Dear Parents and Families,
I pray that all of you are safe and healthy and that the time until we can all be together again is short. If, like
me, you have been taking this time to reflect on the world. What I have noticed is kindness, love and the
adaptability and ingenuity of the people in the community that we live in.
I hope that everyone is utilizing and enjoying the online videos and resources that the teachers and Tracey have
been posting. We are learning quickly how to make hands on learning in a virtual world. We have decided
that once we return to school, we will continue posting videos on our Distance Learning page so that families
can have a better connection to the lessons at school and follow up with activities at home. We would love
feedback from everyone as to what works and what you would still like to have. Thank you for everyone that
has been posting videos of your families and children participating in the activities. Keep them coming!
In January, the center embarked on the journey of APPLE Accreditation. The teachers, staff and I believe that a
quality center and pre-school should always strive to improve in any way possible. That includes teacher
education and training on the latest child development, maintaining the facility and making improvements to
the playgrounds and classrooms. Implementing the highest standards possible and being accountable for
upholding them. Part of that process is listening to families concerns and ideas for the future. This is a key
component in what we consider the ultimate partnership between school and families and we want to hear
from you. We have a parent survey that we would like to send out to everyone next week, and we ask that
you please complete it and return it as soon as possible. You may remain anonymous if you wish.
While it may be unusual to ask for feedback during a shutdown, I believe that the answers provided can be used
to help us reopen even better than prior to the quarantine. We want to know what your families post Covid-19
situation may be. How can we as a community school meet your possible future needs? Not everyone knows
what their situation might be, however, if we start planning now for different scenarios we can help each other
get back on our feet and make sure we are providing for your family’s needs and the best educational outcomes
for all of the children.

The Department of Children and Families has issued new Covid-19 procedures for childcare centers. Currently
centers that have remained open have new drop off procedures that may or may not remain in effect once the
quarantine is over. You may read the current procedures at https://www.myflfamilies.com/covid19/childcare.shtml.

We will continue to monitor the DCF website for updates on policies and procedures. If the

procedures remain in effect, we will work with everyone to make the transition to these new policies as smooth
as possible.
I am an optimist! I am looking forward to opening our doors again as soon as we get the word form the
Diocese that we may do so. If the quarantine is lifted on May 1st, we will be open a ready for everyone to
return on Monday, May 4, 2020.
We have a VPK Graduation and 35th Anniversary Family Picnic scheduled for Saturday, May 16, 2020 here at
the Center. The Family picnic will immediately follow the Graduation.
The Graduation Service is at 10:00am in Sacred Heart Parish Church for VPK Families and the picnic will begin at
11:00 am – 2:00 pm on the front lawns of the childcare center. The Family Picnic is for anyone that has ever
attended, has currently or previously enrolled children, been employed by Sacred Heart Early Childhood Center
or is a member of Sacred Heart Parish or surrounding community. We wish to celebrate 35 years of Quality
Catholic Christian Education while sharing love and memories of all the families, staff and community members
that made it possible. Please mark your calendars for this important day. We would love to see everyone
there!
All the teachers have asked me to tell you how much they miss you and the children. They cannot wait to see
all their smiling faces again. Thank you all for being the wonderful families of Sacred Heart Early Childhood
Center. We look forward to seeing you soon. Have a Blessed Easter.
Love and Prayers,
Cindie

